
 

 

Go and be my blessing! 

A number of years ago I was speaking to a friend who was to be the 

visiting speaker at church service the next day. He had prepared his 

message, and, although he was a bit nervous, he was looking forward 

to the opportunity. I was a bit concerned though when he told me that 

he wasn’t at all nervous about his evening message – because in his 

own words – ‘that one’s easy - it is only a gospel message.’ 

I am not sure that misunderstanding was his own fault. Many of us 

have experienced something of the culture of thinking that the gospel 

is a technique or an argument that we use to explain the plan of 

salvation to sinners so that they can turn from their sins and be saved, 

and when they do that, the gospel is of no further benefit to them 

unless they have the gift of evangelism. 

What I hope we can see from this morning’s message, in fact from this 

whole Bible Fresh series, is that the Gospel is not just the New 

Testament, rather that the Old Testament is the gospel, and in the New 

Testament we see the fulfilment of the gospel. In other words – The 

New Testament shows us how Jesus is the expression of God’s gospel 

heart as we see it throughout the Old Testament. 

And so, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, were Gospel People. 

Genesis 12:1-3 

 1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people 

and your father’s household to the land I will show you. 

 2 “I will make you into a great nation,  

   and I will bless you;  

I will make your name great,  

   and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you,  

   and whoever curses you I will curse;  

and all peoples on earth  

   will be blessed through you 

Last week Andy so clearly helped us see that God has told us who He 

is. He has used words and creation to do that. Despite this, the history 

of mankind is one of failing him, Adam and Eve did so, The 

descendents of Noah did so, and the people at the time of the tower of 

Babel also did so. 

If you have been reading the story of the tower of Babel this week you 

may have struggled to understand what they had done that resulted in 

God’s punishment. There were two things: 

1. instead of spreading all throughout the earth to subdue it as 

God had commanded, they wanted to gather in a City, and so 

they were disobedient to God. 

 

2. They wanted to make a name for themselves. They were not 

concerned with God’s glory, they were concerned for their own. 

And so they were building a civilisation that excluded God. 

And so that is the context into which the story of Abraham comes to 

us. The world was on its mission, but God rejected it, demolished their 



 

 

project, confused their languages, and scattered them across the 

world. 

And God continued on with his own mission, a mission that had been 

started even before the creation of the world.  

It’s God’s Call 

Again’ like last week. he speaks. This time he speaks to Abraham and 

shares his heart with him, and in doing so He invites Abram to do two 

things: 

• To get up and go.... 

• To be a blessing to the world. 

He invites Abram to be his missionary to a lost world. Notice that 

Abram hasn’t dreamt up the mission and invited God to bless it- it is 

God’s Mission, and he invites Abraham to be his missionary. 

Sometimes we can be guilty of inviting God to serve us in our plans and 

on our mission. For some of us that is about wanting God to bless our 

lives- give us a bigger house, and nicer car – a comfortable family life. 

We have our goals mapped out, and we have this mistaken notion that 

the purpose of God is to prosper us and bless us in our plans. God 

doesn’t bless you so that your own plans will be achieved. 

But we can also make this mistake with Christian Ministry. We could 

develop a really effective and attractive ministry, and pray that God will 

bless it, but he wont if it is our mission and not his – we would be 

working in your own strength, and could find that He is working against 

us. 

It is a significant lesson for us to learn when we understand this. It is 

God who calls us to His mission, not us calling him to ours! 

Maybe you didnt even realise that God was on Mission – but From the 

opening verses of the Old Testament we see that God is on Mission, 

and  God has called everyone of us to be his missionaries – that is the 

purpose for mankind – to be his missionary.  

You know that I dont just mean fulltime overseas mission. He does call 

some people to that, and some of you here this morning may be being 

called to give up your life here and go overseas. 

But God calls every single one of us to be his missionary here, even 

those of you who do not yet trust in Jesus as Saviour – that is his 

ultimate goal for your life - to bless you in Christ so that you can be a 

blessing to the world. 

Each of us should be writing prayer letters which would include photos 

of our work place, and those we are ministering to, and outlining 

specific prayer requests for ourselves as we give ourselves daily to 

serving God in this world. 

And just as full time overseas missionaries have to grapple with the 

cost of giving up family and home and career, so actually does every 

single believer. 

To quote RT Kendall: ‘We cant say to God “Have Thine own way with 

me as long as I can stay in my slippers and dressing gown in my living 

room with my paper and Sky plus box.” ‘ 



 

 

Or to put it another way we cant sing ‘all of my ambitions hopes and 

plans’.. on a Sunday morning, and then spend the rest of the week 

fighting for grim death to hold on to those ambitions and plans. 

At last weeks elders retreat, one of the elders made a big statement. 

We were reflecting on God’s call to Mission, and he said 

‘What we need is for Christians to live well for God in our Culture’ 

Too many of us are working too hard to achieve too small a vision for 

our lives,  

If you ever achieve your vision of for example a better home, chances 

are you are going to be too stressed to be able to enjoy it, and you are 

working so hard that being a blessing to others is a pipe dream. 

We are like the priest in Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan, we are too 

caught up with our daily responsibilities that we havent got time to 

stop and bless others.  

What I am suggesting is that you hear God’s Call to  ‘Get Up and Go’ 

out of the prison of this culture, and then, in the freedom of God’s 

Mission, go back into the culture and live well for Jesus in it, blessing 

people in his name. 

Were do you start? Start by being a blessing to your family, and see 

what doors open up for you after that. 

Is this not a higher calling than that for which you are working at 

present.  

Cant you see that the vision you have for your own life is so small 

compared to what God’s vision for your life is? 

Don’t mistake God call us to leave your own comforts and lifestyles and 

visions as being a loss in your life – 

Look at what he says to Abraham: verse 2 

‘I will bless you’ 

God says to Abraham, come out of your family and your nation, and I 

will bless you with a family and a nation that will bless the whole world. 

Do you see the difference – this is what CS Lewis meant when he said: 

"It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too 

weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex 

and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who 

wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine 

what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily 

pleased. 

We mistake Gods call to come out of our selfish desires as a loss for us, 

but the opposite is true – he calls us out of the prisons of our own 

mission in order to bless us and set us free to bless the world with His 

mission. 

‘For it is only in your will that I am free!’ 

Whatever you believe you are here for – however you understand your 

purpose – it doesn’t start with you. It isn’t about you – it is about God.  



 

 

God invited Abraham to be his missionary – and  then he said ‘Go!’ Go 

be a blessing to the world. 

There Are No Perfect Missionaries 

So Abraham responded – he heard the call to get up and go, and he 

did, but it wasn’t long before we see him struggle:  

When Abraham moves out of his family home, and takes his wife Sarah 

with him, they head to Egypt. On entering Egypt he asks Sarah to lie 

and say she is his sister. Actually it was a half lie- because she was his 

half sister. But it was a lack of trust that lead to this. Abraham was 

afraid that Pharaoh would be so taken with Sarai that he would desire 

her, but if he knew that she was married to Abraham, he would kill him 

to make the way to having Sarai possible.  

Abraham was failing to trust the word that God had given him – I will 

curse those who curse you. His lack of trust came from his fears of the 

culture: God had promised his protection, but Abraham hadn’t yet fully 

learned to trust him. 

But  - what Satan intended for evil, God intended for good- and God 

sent a plague on Pharaoh – who knew this was punishment from God, 

gave Sarah back to Abraham, and complained that Abraham had 

treated him this way. And God turns his failure around to prove his 

promise – ‘I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse 

you.’ 

But even so - some time later, when Abraham is starting to despair if 

there will ever be any sign of the fulfilment of God’s promise to bless 

him wit a nation,  God promises Abraham a son, which seems 

ridiculous to both he and Sarah – in their old age. Time passes by, and 

Sarai in her impatience and selfishness insists that Abraham have a 

child with their servant. And so Ishmael is born, and although God 

blesses this child, he makes it clear to Abraham that this is not the 

fulfilment of the promise – barren Sarai will have her own child. 

But as is often the case with God, there is not an immediate fulfilment 

of his promise, and they get on with life as they wait for God to act. 

But as they get on with life, they move south to another region where 

Abimelech is King.  

Again Abraham, in what seems to be developing as a sinful habit, fears 

for his safety and asks Sarai to lie that she is his sister not his wife. 

Again God protects Sarai and Abraham, he appears to Abimelech in a 

dream, and rebukes him. As a result Abimelech returns Sarai to 

Abraham, and again rebukes him. 

Instead of Abraham growing in faith and trust – he seems to be getting 

worse – why is that important? 

I think it offers us hope – particularly when we are at the 

point of giving up. 

We have two yucca plants that sit either side of our front 

door.  

They have fared well over the last three years, and grown 

well. But this years’ frost was too much for them, and this is what they 

look like now: 



 

 

 

 

I took this photo to the garden centre to ask advice. I was 

intrigued to hear that the plant may well survive, I was told 

to do nothing at all – should I trim off th dead stalks- no I 

was told – these will provide some protection for any new growth 

coming after. Well is there anything at all I can do – the only thing she 

told me to do was to move them from the front of th house, oh I said, 

you want me to move them to a part of the house that get’s more 

sunlight? – no she said – you need to move them out of sight, they 

aren’t pretty! 

We have a habit of moving unsightly things out of sight. We have to 

keep up appearances- but isn’t it so refreshing that the Holy Spirit 

doesn’t do that with Abraham? Abraham’s behaviour is unsightly – but 

the fact that we can read about it and understand it means that we can 

identify with him when we mess up. 

We are told that there is a point in Abraham’s life when he believed 

God and it was credited to him as righteousness – do you know when 

in his life that happened? 

You may think it happened after the sacrifice of Isaac – but it 

happened long before them, in fact it happened even before he 

messed up with Abimelech and he messed up with Hagar – it happened 

after the promise of a son. He believed God and it was credited to him 

as righteousness . And eventhough he displayed such a lack of trust, 

he is still counted as righteous.  

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, 

This is significant – because even after God counted Abraham as 

righteous – he behaved in some very unrighteous ways, and yet he is 

the key example we are offered i the New Testament of living y faith. 

So here is the issue – even though there may be periods of not living 

by faith in our lives, even though there may be huge mistakes which 

make us look like anything but people of faith – God remains forever 

faithful – his mission will be accomplished- even if he has to wait for us 

to come around to him to see it accomplished. 

So often we think we are waiting on God to see blessing poured out on 

the world, but maybe he is waiting on us to learn obedience and trust, 

through our mistakes. But he wont give up on us. He continued to 

bless Abraham despite his mistakes. 

Faith is what makes a Missionary. 

Clearly Abraham’s most testing experience was when God asked him to 

sacrifice his son. 

You cant begin to imagine what went through is head and Isaacs head 

when this was happening.  

Whatever we grapple with in this story, it is clear that God was calling 

Abraham to put his trut and obedience into practice. 

17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. 

He who had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and 

only son, 18 even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that 



 

 

your offspring will be reckoned.”[a] 19 Abraham reasoned that God could 

even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive 

Isaac back from death. 

What you can clearly see is that this human dilemma of the need to 

sacrifice his one and only son gives us a glimpse into the heart of God 

in sacrificing his one and only son. 

After Abraham dies, God restates the Mission to Isaac: 

4 I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and 

will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on 

earth will be blessed, 

Gen 26:4  

Isaac ‘Get up and Go.... And be My blessing!’ 

After Isaac died, God restates the Mission to Jacob, one of only two of 

his sons: 

14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will 

spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. 

All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring  

Gen 28:14 

Jacob  ‘Get up and Go.... And be My blessing!’ 

This promise of blessing had been given to Abrahams offspring, and it 

was as vulnerable with them as it had been with Abraham. Isaac did 

exactly the same thing with Abimelech as his father had done, and 

Jacob had a long life of deceiving people. But God spoke to both of 

them personally and he called them to his mission, and they obeyed: 

God’s mission is not for perfect people, but people with messy lives. 

That is what personal relationships are like – marriages are like it  - 

home groups experience it – the church is filled with messy people – 

and God’s mission is no different. 

So God works out his mission by blessing one man, his family, his 

nation, and ultimately all nations. 

And you and I are the beneficiaries of that promise, the seed of the 

promise – those of us who have heard the Call of Jesus on our lives 

and respond in saving faith are the result of this promise to Abraham. 

And we are called to do the same – to get up and go and be God’s 

blessing to the world.  

In the New Testament the blessings range from giving a cup of cold 

water in Jesus Name, to visiting the imprisoned, clothing the naked, 

feeding the hungry. 

It also includes walking the extra mile with our enemies, and praying 

for them and looking for ways to bless them. 

But the ultimate blessing we can offer this world is the blessing of 

knowing Jesus as personal Saviour and Lord, because Abraham’s seed 

would eventually bear fruit in Jesus Christ. This seed was in Abraham 

and Isaac and Jacob’s bodies. Jesus is the ultimate blessing. There is 

no greater Joy than to hear his call and answer it, and join him on his 

mission. 



 

 

Galatians 3:6-9 (New Living Translation) 

 6 In the same way, “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as 

righteous because of his faith.”[a] 7 The real children of Abraham, then, 

are those who put their faith in God. 

 8 What’s more, the Scriptures looked forward to this time when God 

would declare the Gentiles to be righteous because of their faith. God 

proclaimed this good news to Abraham long ago when he said, “All 

nations will be blessed through you.”[b] 9 So all who put their faith in 

Christ share the same blessing Abraham received because of his faith. 

Conclusion : Keep Going 

Tony Campolo tells the story of a brilliant trainee doctor who served on 

a missions trip to Haiti. After that trip he told Tony he was so moved by 

the impact of serving God in this way that he was going back to college 

to complete his medical training in order to give himself full time to 

serving God in Haiti. 

Tony met him a few years later. He hadnt gone to Haiti, he had gone 
into the cosmetic surgery industry in America, and he was very 
successful. He was being blessed by this world, but he wasn’t blessing 
this world. 
 
We have seen some brilliant people leave this church, people who may 
well have commanded high salaries and made a very comfortable life 
for themselves – but they have abandoned it all because of the call of 
Jesus on their lives: 
 
One has gone to South Africa to reach out to unwanted of society. 
 

One has gone to Nigeria to live amongst Muslim people to get to know 
them and learn their ways so that she might be part of a blessing of 
bringing the scriptures to them. 
 
Two have gone top do the same in Burkina Faso, and God is making 
them a blessing right across the French Speaking part of Africa. 
 
Another couple have gone to Bangladesh, in order to bless those 
Muslim people with the gospel. 
 
And yet another family have gone to France to bless the French Church 
with a music ministry. 
 
I guarantee you that each of them would identify with the messy lives 
of Abraham, and Isaac and Jacob, but what keeps them going is the 
mission God has called them to. 
And that should be no different for you! 
What is the rest of my life for? –to bless the nations of this world –  
 
Some of you will go. Most of us have been called to stay and bless 
people from here. 
 
We have to be every bit as prepared to come out from our comfortable 
lives, and go.  
 
God says ‘Come out – then go and be My blessing to this world.’ 
 

Lets look for ways of being a blessing to the world we live in. 

Everything from a cup of cold water in Jesus name to the ultimate 

blessing – helping people find Jesus for real. 

Last week I was in Manchester, and as we drove to Chester we passed 
a something that looked out of place in England. In fact if I had seen it 



 

 

in any country in the world other than Northern Ireland, I would have 
thought it was out of place. Parked in a field at the edge of the 
motorway was a trailer for a lorry – one of those large articulated ones. 
The trailer was parked at an angle so that the message was 
unmistakable, and the message on the side was ‘For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only son.’ It was what we call here ‘a gospel 
text’ 

And I was so thankful to see that so visible. This verse would be an 

interesting one to see up all over the place: 

‘Get up and Go.... And be God’s blessing!’ 

 


