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ChristChurch Belfast     Bible fresh      Sunday 13
th
 March 2011 

 

Moses and the Exodus 

 

Readings  

 

First 2 Readings  PP1 

 

The first is part of God’s preparation of Moses for his confrontation with 

Pharaoh.  

 
Exodus 8 v 1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him  

   ‘ This is what the Lord says: Let My people go that they may 

    worship Me’” 

 

The second is the introduction to the law giving at Mount Sinai 

    

Exodus 20 v 2 “I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, out 

of     the land of slavery” 

 

The third is part of the New Testament’s commentary on the events in Moses life.  It 

forms part of Stephen’s defence when on trial for his life.  

 

Third Reading  PP2 
    

Acts 7 vs 32 – 34 “ ‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob’.  Moses trembled with fear and did not dare to 

look.  Then the Lord said to him, ‘ Take off your sandals; the place 

where you are standing is holy ground.  I have indeed seen the 

oppression of My people in Egypt .  I have heard their groaning and 

have come down to set them free.  Now come, I will send you back to 

Egypt’” 

 
Between this week and next week we will attempt to cover a story which takes up 

15% of all Scripture.  So God must think that we need to know quite a bit about it.   

 

Most of us know the story of Moses from our childhood books at least.  There are 

some iconic images, 

 

Baby in basket  PP 3 
 

A baby in a basket 
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Burning Bush  PP4 
 

A shepherd talking to God who is speaking from a burning bush 

 

Red Sea  PP 5 
 

An 80 year old  man leading hordes of people across the Red Sea 

 

Ten Commandments  PP6 
 

A very angry man smashing up the ten commandments  

 

Tabernacle  PP 7 
 

A man and his brother meeting with God and getting to set up the Hebrew 

tabernacle 

 

This morning we want to look at a number of topics which run through this story and 

which continue on through the Bible as God continues to reveal Himself  to us. 

 

1 Civil disobedience 
 

Civil Disobedience  PP 8 
 

Moses was born into a country with an extremely oppressive regime.  The Hebrew 

midwives, Shiprah & Puah had instructions from Pharaoh to kill all the baby boys.  

So Moses was born with a death sentence.  Then Shiprah, Puah and his mother 

Jochabed decided to defy the law and preserve his life.  When Pharaoh challenged the 

midwives, they were,  at least, very selective with the truth.   

 

We could accurately describe these two midwives as law-breakers and liars.   

 

Text  PP 9 
 

However!  Exodus 1 v 20 says this “God was kind to the midwives…” 
 

What we see here is God’s Providence at work.  On this occasion the outcome was 

good – it was the preservation of Moses’ life.  But there is an underlying principle 

that we must face and it is this; There are two standards at work in our world and in 

our lives.  God’s laws and standards must  always take precedence over man’s laws.  

And that carries a sting in the tail.  Civil disobedience usually has a price to be paid.   

 

Price Tag  !   PP 10 
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In the early church, Peter and John took on the Temple authorities over the issue of 

Gospel preaching and ended up in gaol. 

 

In World War 2 Corrie Ten Boom took on the Nazis on the issue of the value of 

Jewish lives and ended up in a Concentration camp. 

 

In the UK in the last three years, Christians have crossed the authorities on such 

diverse issues as Christmas nativity plays, Crosses on church fronts in newly Moslem 

areas,  nurses praying with patients, an airport worker wearing  a jewellery cross at 

work,  hoteliers refusing bookings to a homosexual couple and just last week a couple 

banned from being respite carers because of  their refusal to compromise their 

principles.   

 

We are not immune.  Living by God’s standards will almost inevitably bring us into 

conflict with secular laws made by secular governments.  In the UK we have been 

fairly well protected by our Christian heritage so far but that has now changed. That 

said, we do need to choose carefully which battles to join.  If we are going to stand up 

and be counted, we need to be very sure that the issue is a Biblical one and not some 

bee in our bonnet that we think is Biblical.   

  

So!  The first issue we meet in the  Big Picture around Moses  has a very modern ring 

to it --  the possible requirement  for Civil disobedience and a preparedness to take 

the  consequences.  

 

2 God’s timing 
 

Slave  PP 11 
 

The story begins with God’s chosen people in slavery to a tyrant.  OK then!  God is 

all powerful so why does He not just get them out of there?   

 

That is the eternally haunting question which has troubled God’s people down the 

centuries until the present day and which David so elegantly and eloquently described 

in Psalm 13.   

 

Text  PP 12 
“How long, O Lord?   

Will You forget me for ever?   

How long will You hide Your face from me?   

How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day  

have trouble in my heart?         

 How long will me enemy triumph over me?” 
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Text  PP 13 
 

If we refer to a conversation that God had with Abraham way back in  

Genesis 15 v 13 we read something quite astonishing – 

 

“Then the Lord said to him ‘Know for certain that your descendants will be 

strangers in a country not their own, And they will be enslaved and ill-treated 

four hundred years.  But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and 

afterwards they will come out with great possessions.  You, however, will go to 

your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age.  In the fourth generation 

your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet 

reached it’s full measure’ ” 

 

It is against this background of God’s timing that we need to set the story of Moses as 

a 40 year old Egyptian Prince.  Moses decided to start to redress the balance and to 

stop some of the obvious injustice.  Setting aside for the moment the ethical issue of 

killing the Egyptian slave driver, Moses had made an even bigger mistake.   He was 

out of step with God’s timing.  The situation could be summed up like this – 

 

Why delay?  PP 14 
 

The sin of the Amorites was not yet full 

The Egyptians were not yet ripe for judgement 

Moses was not yet ready for leadership.   

 

I have a feeling that this leaves most of us uneasy.  I certainly feel uneasy about it.  

But as part of the Big Picture I think we have to acknowledge that God’s timing and 

our timing often do not coincide.  We need to recognise that God is controlling world 

events in His time scale and not ours.   

 

 

 

 

3 God’s parallels / paradoxes / enigmas 
 

Text  PP 15 
 

There is a fascinating concept embodied in the story of Moses meeting God at the 

burning bush.  In Exodus 3 v 8 God says “I have come down to rescue my people  

from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a 

good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey…” 
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Now if Moses had owned a mobile phone back then he would have been texting like 

crazy .  Texting Aaron and Miriam with this fantastic news.  God has come to rescue 

us!.. 

Text  PP 16 

 

But then God soon says in verse 10  “So, now Go.  I am sending you to Pharaoh 
to bring My people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 

 

There then follows a dispute between Moses and God.  Best summed up by a title 

given to this section years ago by Derick Bingham  “Here am I Lord, send my 

brother!” 

 

This tension does not get resolved.  We are left trying to find middle ground between 

two polar opposites.  And it does not exist.  I have called these parallels.  They could 

be called paradoxes or enigmas.  If we want to get the Big Picture we need to look 

out for them – and they just keep coming! 

 

Parallel One  PP 17 
 

This week we have this one 

 

I have come down to rescue My people 

Now you go and lead them out 

 

Parallel Two  PP 18 
 

Next week we will meet this one – 

 

I have given you the land 

Now you go and take it 

 

Parallel Three  PP 19 
 

Later we will have some that Jesus introduced 

 

Sell all you have and give to the poor 

If a man does not provide for his household, he is worse than an 

unbeliever.   

 

Parallel Four   PP 20 
 

And of course the ultimate paradox --- 

Whosoever will may come 

We have been chosen in Him 
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I don’t particularly like living with parallels.  But I do believe we must learn to live 

with these Biblical ones.  Maybe it’s a bit like a railway line.  If we try to join the 

parallel lines, all we get is a derailment for the train.    

 

4 The development of Moses’ personality 
 

Moses Personality  PP 21 
   

This would be the logical place to deal with this but I am going to pass lightly over it 

as  it forms the basis of the readings for this week and could perhaps be discussed at 

Small Groups.  But let’s just contrast two incidents in his life. 

 

a The murder of the Egyptian.  Moses appears as well motivated but morally 

flawed.  He gets ahead of God’s timing and has to run for his life. 

 

b The rebellion in the desert.   The Israelites had rebelled and God came to the 

Tent of Meeting.  He was angry and said to Moses that He would wipe out the 

Israelites and start again to build a people with Moses.  At this point Moses rose to 

perhaps his highest point in spiritual development.   

 

He has the audacity to remind God that such an action would leave God open to the 

charge that He was not able to fulfil His promises.  The nations would laugh.   

 

Text  PP 22 
 

Then he also reminds God of His own character;  Numbers 14 v 18  “ The Lord is 

slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion”.   

 

God’s response  “ I have forgiven them, as you asked.” 

 

That’s been quite a journey from the arrogant Prince of Egypt to a man who could 

influence God to move from anger to forgiveness.  

 

5 God’s Sovereignty vs Pharaoh’s power 

 

The Ultimate Battle  PP 23 
 

I think that this is the essential core of the entire story.   

 

Text PP 24 
 

We get the clue to this in part of God’s conversation with Moses in Exodus 4 v 22 

God says “Israel is My firstborn son”.   
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So on one side there is Pharaoh, one of the most powerful rulers in the ancient world. 

He is a tyrant who thinks nothing of keeping another ethnic group in slavery.  A 

lethal combination of great power and no moral compass.   

 

On the other side there is God – planning to rescue His first born son from this tyrant.   

 

And so God sends Moses and Aaron into battle against Pharaoh.  We then get the 

nine plagues.  Yes – nine, we will deal with the tenth in a moment.   

 

Text PP 25 
 

There is a comment after each of the first five plagues  “Pharaoh hardened his 

heart” 

 

Text PP 26 
 

But after the sixth plague we read this in Exodus 9 v 12  “But the Lord hardened 

Pharaoh’s heart”  These are among the most chilling words in all of the Bible.  This 

too is part of the Big Picture.  When we turn to the New Testament and in particular 

to the definitive treatise on the Gospel which is Paul’s letter to the Roman church we 

find these words.   

Text PP 27 
 

Romans 1  “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor 

gave thanks to Him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts 

were hardened.   …………   Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires 

of their heart………Furthermore, since they did not think it worth while to  

retain the knowledge of God, He gave them over to a depraved mind…” 

 

The sombre lesson throughout Scripture is that we cannot play fast and loose  with 

God.  He always approaches us in Mercy and Grace.  He even did that with Pharaoh.  

But if we wilfully and deliberately turn Him down then we do risk God saying “OK 

have it your own way”.   

 

I passionately believe in a God of Amazing Grace.  But God is also a God of intrinsic 

integrity.  He has given us the power to choose and He respects our decisions.  God 

comes to us initially with the offer of forgiveness in Christ – by faith.  He continues 

working with us as the Holy Spirit transforms our character.   

 

But!  -  We can refuse His offer of forgiveness altogether and even as believers we 

can frustrate His best purposes for us.  If God is speaking to someone here this 

morning whether believer or unbeliever, please don’t ignore His voice.    
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But to come back to Exodus, there follow three more plagues to underscore the point 

and then God takes over the stage for the tenth and final plague.   

 

6 God’s deliverance 

 

God delivers – His way  PP 28 

 
In the first nine plagues, Moses and Aaron are involved.  Then God tells them in 

effect to stand back.  On the night of the tenth plague Moses and Aaron were at home 

in Goshen with their families.  God Himself came to Egypt in judgement.  Pharaoh, 

his officials and indeed the whole nation had lived off the forced labour of the 

Hebrews for centuries.  But these Hebrews were God’s first born son.  And now the 

terrible judgement was meted out to the first born sons of the Egyptians.  The mighty 

Pharaoh and the Egyptian nation  challenged  Almighty God – and lost.  And finally, 

too late, they were listening.  In fact they could not get rid of the Hebrews fast 

enough.   

 

What is the Big Picture?  God is Sovereign.  He may wait 400m years but He will 

bring His purposes to pass in His way and in His time.  He needs no help from 

anybody.   

 

 

7 Three sub plots to think about 
 

A Perceptions in Ch 12 

Perceptions  PP 29 
 

  V 37   The Israelites journeyed  ie they went out  

  V 39 They had been driven out by the Egyptians 

  V 42 The Lord kept vigil to bring them out 

 

 

The ultimate shift of perception has to do with the incident when Moses 

killed the Egyptian slave master.  By any civilised standards Moses was 

an interfering, overbearing, privileged prince.  He committed murder and 

went on the run because he was afraid of the consequences.  Not a pretty 

picture. 

 

Text PP 30 
 

Yet when we look at God’s assessment of Moses in Hebrews Ch 11 we 

find him commended because “ He refused to be known as the son of 
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Pharaoh’s daughter”   ….   It goes on to say  “ … because he was 

looking ahead to his reward”.   

 

When Moses stepped out of the palace that fateful day his actions were 

all wrong but God had assessed his heart attitude and approved it.   

 

I think we need to learn to try and see things from God’s perspective.  It 

usually looks very different! 

 

B The influences in Moses upbringing  

 

Dr Spock  PP 31 
 

There are quite a few folks here this morning in the 40 to 55 age group.  

I’m not sure if you are aware that you were all brought up using a book 

on parenting by Dr Benjamin Spock.  That probably explains a lot of 

things!  

 

Gina Ford  PP 32 
 

 I believe the current guru is Gina Ford .    But I would be fairly sure that 

in another 25 years it will be somebody else.   

 

There are always well meaning folks who want young couples to bring 

up their children in some perceived standard model Christian way.  

Before you get too uptight about whether your family fits the mould or 

not, chill out and let’s take a look at the influences in Moses life.   

 

What an extended family!  PP 33 
 

There had to have been lots people who influenced  Moses.  But God 

only tells us about some of them.   

 

There were two men to whom he was close.  One was his father in law, 

Jethro, who may well have been a pagan when Moses first met him.  The 

other was his brother Aaron who was later to create the golden calf and 

lead Israel in it’s worship.  Not exactly role models.   

 

Then there were 12 women in his life.   Shiprah & Puah,  two midwives 

guilty of civil disobedience, Jochabed, his  mother, guilty of the same, 

Miriam, his clever  scheming sister and a pagan princess with 

compassion.  Then in Midian he married  Jethro’s daughter Zipporah  

and acquired a wife and 6 sisters in law in the process.   
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It would be an interesting exercise to build a Biblical framework for  an 

extended family on that lot!  And it is not just Moses who had a 

dysfunctional family.  Two weeks ago Jackie reminded us of the 

imperfections of the family of Abraham.  Last week Greg dealt with the 

family of Jacob.  Jacob & Sons  raised dysfunctional to an art form.   

 

So if your particular family does not fit some recommended pattern, 

don’t panic.  As we go on through Scripture it will, I think become clear 

that God works away in all sorts of families and extended families.  

What actually matters is not the exact structure of family life but that 

God is in it.   

 

 

C Songs of Moses and Miriam 

 

Songs at the desert shore  PP 34 
 

We jump forward a bit now to the Israelites across the Red Sea and 

about to start their desert journey.  There are two songs -  one by Moses 

and the Israelites and one by Miriam.  Her song was accompanied by 

tambourines and dancing.  Now I am moving out of my territory here.  I 

am not very musical.  But could I suggest that we read these songs at 

home this week and look carefully at the content.   

 

There is virtually nothing about Me  and I and a serious amount about 

who God is and what He has done.  The main section where Me 

and my and I appear, the words are in the mouth of Israel’s enemies.   
 

Perhaps the test of our hymns, both traditional  and modern, is the extent 

to which they exalt God and leave me out of the picture.    

Just a thought! 

 

 

8 Why Passover? 

 

Why Passover?  PP 35 

 
Now a brief comment on Passover as we plan  to spend  a whole morning on this 

nearer Easter. 

 

Why did God bother with Passover?  He had already decided what he was planning to 

do with Pharaoh and his advisors.  Why not let the Hebrews get a good night’s sleep 

before their big march the next day?  Instead of that they were dressed ready for the 
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march, eating roasted lamb at midnight with their doorposts daubed with blood.  

Earlier there had been some very messy scenes which we have sanitized.  Lambs had 

been slaughtered, blood had been shed.  There had been the taking of life, there had 

been suffering.   

 

Some years ago Iris and I were on holiday in Turkey and travelling to Ephesus.  It 

happened to be the Moslem feast of Ibrahim & Isaac.  Sometimes even Ibrahim & 

Ishmael!  It was strange to see slaughtered sheep hanging from trees in people’s 

gardens ready to be roasted later in the day.  Messy, bloody, unpleasant.  Yet in the 

large gardens kids were racing about, riding their little bikes and there was a party 

atmosphere.  There were picnics involving neighbours.  On the roads everybody was 

out like a Bank Holiday. But this is modelled exactly on the Passover. 
 

Why did God ask for this ritual?  I am not sure that there is an answer to that 

question.  But He made it very clear to the Israelites that without shedding blood 

there was no protection, no Redemption.  God was planning to be present in Egypt 

that night in judgement.  That was the prelude to deliverance.  But God also stressed 

the need for Redemption.   

 

If God had simply released them that would have been brilliant but deliverance was 

not his main purpose.  I watched a fascinating programme last night when Melvyn 

Bragg talked for an hour about the influence of the King James Bible.   One section 

dealt with how the slaves in the American Deep South were inspired by this story of 

Moses and the Exodus.  This produced some of their great songs –  “Go tell it on the 

mountain -  Let My people go!”  This desire for Emancipation led eventually to the 

Civil Rights Movement and Martin Luther King and his unforgettable speech  “ I 

have a dream…..  that one day…” 

 

But! -- Let’s remember the demand made again and again to Pharaoh.  

 

 The real reason - Text  PP 36 
 

 

“Let my people go that they may worship Me” 
 

Only a Redeemed people can worship God.  So Deliverance and  Redemption were 

both necessary.  There used to be a frequently quoted  saying in Christian circles … 

We are saved to serve.  And that can be supported by numerous Scriptures.  But --- 

that is not what God is teaching  here in Passover.   
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Delivered – Redeemed  PP 37 
 

God’s own commentary on this combined Deliverance and Redemption comes at 

Sinai where he says to Moses in Exodus 19 v 4  “You yourselves have seen what I 

did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagle’s wings and brought you to 

Myself” 

 

From God’s perspective, Deliverance and Redemption were a prelude to Worship. 

 

The centre point of all this story is that Israel was freed to worship.   

 

Communion 

Included - Text  PP 38 
 

What he did for them he did for us.  We too have been Delivered and we have been 

Redeemed.  We are shortly to take Communion.  We need to remember whose table 

this is.  This is the Lord’s table.  It is the Lord’s supper.  Just as God brought His 

ancient people out of Egypt and brought them on eagle’s wings to Himself that they 

might worship Him --- SO He has brought us out of the Kingdom of darkness into the 

Kingdom of His marvellous light.  And Why?   

 

That we might worship Him.  

 

Immediately before Jesus went to the Cross He celebrated the Passover with his 

disciples.  We call it the Last Supper.  It was in reality a combination of the Last 

Passover and the First Communion.  And amazingly the theme is exactly the same as 

here in Exodus.  I am going to read some selected words spoken by Jesus  on  that 

poignant night.  Then we will do as He has asked us to do.  We will remember him.  

We will worship.    

 

John 13 v 1 

 

It was just before the Passover feast.  Jesus knew that the time had come 

for him to leave this world and go to the Father.  Having loved his own 

who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love 

 

John 14 vs 1 – 3 

 

Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God, trust also in me.  In my 

Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I 

am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be 

where I am. 
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John 17 v 24 

 

Father, I want those you have given  me to be with me where I am, and to 

see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the 

creation of the world.   

 

 

Thanks for bread and wine 

 

Parallel with the ancient story 

 

 Deliverance and redemption 

 

Forever grateful for the contrast 

 

Their worship was characterised by ritual and distance 

By Sinai and law and repeated sacrifice 

By priests and high priests 

 

Our worship is by remembering Jesus who made that one final sacrifice and 

who now invites us to His table as His friends to sit with Him and to remember 

and worship. 

 

And we say Thank you 


