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The apostles’ teaching 
 
In addition to Paul, other apostles like Peter, James and John wrote letters to 
encourage and instruct the early followers of Jesus. The letters help us understand 
different aspects of the gospel and the Christian life. They also provide us with some 
of the most memorable passages in the bible.  
 
 

Daily Readings 
 

1 The active ingredient    1 Corinthians 13      
 
 In what ways are you pursuing faith, hope and love in your life ?  How could 

you live out Paul’s definition of love this week ?  
 

2 Supernatural hero      2 Corinthians 4:1 – 6:2       
 
 In what ways have you become a ‘new creation’ as a result of following Jesus? 
 

3 Sure, I’m sure        1 Peter 1:1 – 2:12  
 
 What things make you sure about your faith? What things make you the most 

hopeful in life? How are your answers demonstrated in your life?  
 

4 Just do it!       James 1,2 
 
 Think of all the things you do which demonstrate the reality of your faith to 

others. What could you add to the list?  
 

5 Authentic Christianity        1 John 3:11 – 4:21    
 
 When have you ever given or received sacrificial love? Is there evidence of 

authentic Christianity in your life?  

 
 

Next week  W20   Revelation 
 

 

My favourite Bible verse  -  Jon Walker / editor of ‘Daily Hope’ 
[Saddleback] 

 
‘For God is working in you, giving you the desire to obey him and the power to 
do what pleases him’            [Philippians 2:13 NLT]  
 

‘When I say, “There’s something I'd really like to do for God, but I don't think that I 
can do it,” God may reply, “Great! I’m glad you’ve figured it out” I can’t do it by 
myself, but with God’s power working through me, I can do anything he asks me  
to do. 
 

God is not asking me to live life under my own power or through my own strength. 
That would limit what I can do; yet, God’s power and strength are unlimited. 
Faith is acting in confidence that God’s power is active in and through my life. 
Faith is trusting God’s power will be my strength to do everything through him’ 
 

Refresh: [a summary of last message  –  W18 / Paul to the leaders] 
 

•••• Leadership in the kingdom of God is service not lordship – “shepherds” and 
“lifeguards” rather than “commanders”  

 

•••• Leadership is not a status it is a behaviour  
 

•••• Leadership is not about criticising others it is about removing trip hazards  
 

•••• Leadership is not an honour to be promoted into, it is the spontaneous 
sacrifice of a loving parent  

 

Freshen up: [some ideas] 
 

Go on a ‘treasure hunt’ as illustrated in last weeks teaching. With the help of a 
concordance, or online tools, trawl through the Bible and follow verses and cross 
references, alternate translations and parallel topics. Allow your curiosity, or God’s 
Spirit to lead you.  
 

Topics could include – leader, disciple, follower, servant, shepherd, pastor, teacher 
partner, friend, helper, family, church, mission, worship, fellowship, word, command, 
works, trust, faith, grace, love, sin, forgiveness, repentance, sacrifice, holy, glory, 
eternity… 
 

What does the Bible say? What doesn’t the Bible say? What have I noticed for the 
first time? What have I been reminded of? What should I do now? 
 

The basis of all worthwhile Bible study is  –  ‘sanctified nosiness’! 
 

Refreshed? 
Please tell us your experience of what the Bible has meant, and still means, to you 
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